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	Address: 7th and Jefferson street
	Historic Name: Old City Jail
	City: Port Orford
	County: Curry
	Current/Other Names: 
	Associated Addresses: 
	Zipcode: 97465
	Township: 33
	Range: 15
	Section: 05
	1/4: D
	Tax Map ID: 
	Resource Type: [Building]
	Location Description: 
	Eligibility Evaluation: 
	Height: 1
	Primary Construction Date: 1939
	Secondary Construction Date: 
	National Register Status: 
	National Register Date Listed: 
	Comments/Notes: The Old City Jail possesses historic integrity, in that there are no major alterations or additions that have obscured or destroyed significant historic features. New front heavy window bars were installed about 10 years ago.  
	Bibliography: 
	Architectural/Property Description: The jail building is a concrete, 16' x 20' x 9' tall structure. Security was provided by a heavy steel door and heavily barred windows. The structure has two small cells and a booking room. A small wood stove served to heat the premises. Each cell had heavy steel barred doors, toilet and cot. Walls were painted white.   
	History: Mayor Gilbert E. Gable and his new council took the reins of the newly incorporated town of Port Orford, December 12, 1935.  Earlier in August, the citizens of Port Orford voted to incorporate the city. This made Port Orford the first city in Curry County to incorporate. Initially council meetings were held in the Port of Port Orford Administration Building on 5th street above the port.One priority of the new council was to create a city water works. Using a PMW grant, a water reservoir was constructed along Gold Run Creek. This was in the vicinity of the future city hall and jail. In 1936, the council voted to build a concrete jail using the forms from the reservoir project. For some reason, this never happened. For a couple of decades, there had been a serious demand for a city jail. Port Orford had been using the Curry County jail to hold prisoners. Petty crimes went undeterred because of the cost to deliver a prisoner to Gold Beach. In 1938, the Curry County jail was condemned, forcing Port Orford to send prisoners to the Coos County jail in Coquille. Finely, in 1939, Port Orford constructed a small, two cell, concrete jail.In 1940. The city council voted to create a government complex on the corner of 7th and Jackson, Located just west of the jail, the facility was to hold the council chambers, city office, library, and fire hall.They moved and combined two structures. One was a 16'x16' building that had been used as a restaurant. It had been located on the north corner of Highway 101 and Washington Street. Curry County Bank had bought the property for their new Port Orford branch. The other structure was a building a block or two above 7th street just off Jefferson Street. The city had been using it as a temporary City Hall. The 16x16 part of the complex was the new Port Orford Library.  It faced south on 7th Street. Sadly, a fire gutted the offices and library. The structure had to be demolished, leaving the city jail the only surviving part of Gable's collective.The old city jail was used till 1965 and then sold to a private party. It was used as a novelty shop and later a fish market before standing idle and weathering to its present condition.The city traded for the property in 2007, returning it to public ownership. Source: The World Newspaper March and Aug.1939 issues. 1940 Port Orford Post articles. Listed on the Oregon’s Historic Sites Database
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