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LOCATION AND PROPERTY NAME
address: 7th and Jefferson street

aty: Port Orford Clvey o CUITY

] apprx.
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external site #:
(ID# used in city/agency database)

historic name: Old City Jail

current/
other names:

Optional Information

assoc addresses:
(former addresses, intersections, etc.)

location descr:
(remote sites)

block nbr: 49 lot nbr: tax lot nbr: 3202
township: 33 range: 15 section: 05 1/4: D
zip: 97465 tax map ID:

PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS
resource type: Building

elig. evaluation:

primary constr date: 1939 e

height (# stories): 1

secondary date: Ekc.)
(optional--use for major addns)

City Jall

primary orig use:
secondary orig use:
primary style:
secondary style:
primary siding: Cement Block

secondary siding:
plan type:

comments/notes:

total # eligible resources: total # ineligible resources:

NR status:
NR date listed:

orig use comments:

prim style comments:

sec style comments:
siding comments:
architect:

builder:

The OId City Jail possesses historic integrity, in that there are no major alterations or additions that have
obscured or destroyed significant historic features. New front heavy window bars were installed about 10

years ago.

GROUPINGS / ASSOCIATIONS
farmstead/cluster name:
survey project name or other grouping name:

RESEARCH INFORMATION

(Check all of the basic sources consulted and cite specific important sources)

[] census Records
[] Biographical Sources

|:| Title Records
El Sanborn Maps

|:| Obituaries Newspapers
[] city Directories [] Building Permits
Local Library:

Historical Society:

Bibliography:

El Local Histories
|:| Interviews
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El Property Tax Records
[] sHPO Files
D State Archives
|:| State Library
University Library:
Other Repository:
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external site #:
(ID# used in city/agency database)

ARCHITECTURAL / PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

(Include expanded description of the building/property, setting, significant landscape features, outbuildings, and alterations)

The jail building is a concrete, 16' x 20" x 9' tall structure. Security was provided by a heavy steel door and
heavily barred windows. The structure has two small cells and a booking room. A small wood stove served

to heat the premises. Each cell had heavy steel barred doors, toilet and cot. Walls were painted white.

HISTORY

(Chronological, descriptive history of the property from its construction through at least the historic period [preferably to the present})

Mayor Gilbert E. Gable and his new council took the reins of the newly incorporated town of Port Orford,
December 12, 1935. Earlier in August, the citizens of Port Orford voted to incorporate the city. This made
Port Orford the first city in Curry County to incorporate.

Initially council meetings were held in the Port of Port Orford Administration Building on 5" street above the
port.

One priority of the new council was to create a city water works. Using a PMW grant, a water reservoir was
constructed along Gold Run Creek. This was in the vicinity of the future city hall and jail. In 1936, the council
voted to build a concrete jail using the forms from the reservoir project. For some reason, this never happened.
For a couple of decades, there had been a serious demand for a city jail. Port Orford had been using the Curry
County jail to hold prisoners. Petty crimes went undeterred because of the cost to deliver a prisoner to Gold
Beach. In 1938, the Curry County jail was condemned, forcing Port Orford to send prisoners to the Coos
County jail in Coquille. Finely, in 1939, Port Orford constructed a small, two cell, concrete jail.

In 1940. The city council voted to create a government complex on the corner of 7t and Jackson, Located just
west of the jail, the facility was to hold the council chambers, city office, library, and fire hall.

They moved and combined two structures. One was a 16'x16' building that had been used as a restaurant. It
had been located on the north corner of Highway 101 and Washington Street. Curry County Bank had bought
the property for their new Port Orford branch. The other structure was a building a block or two above 7t
street just off Jefferson Street. The city had been using it as a temporary City Hall. The 16x16 part of the
complex was the new Port Orford Library. It faced south on 7t Street.

Sadly, a fire gutted the offices and library. The structure had to be demolished, leaving the city jail the only
surviving part of Gable's collective.

The old city jail was used till 1965 and then sold to a private party. It was used as a novelty shop and later a
fish market before standing idle and weathering to its present condition.

The city traded for the property in 2007 returning it to public ownership.
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	Architectural/Property Description: The jail building is a concrete, 16' x 20' x 9' tall structure. Security was provided by a heavy steel door and heavily barred windows. The structure has two small cells and a booking room. A small wood stove served to heat the premises. Each cell had heavy steel barred doors, toilet and cot. Walls were painted white. 
 
 
	History: Mayor Gilbert E. Gable and his new council took the reins of the newly incorporated town of Port Orford, December 12, 1935.  Earlier in August, the citizens of Port Orford voted to incorporate the city. This made Port Orford the first city in Curry County to incorporate. 
Initially council meetings were held in the Port of Port Orford Administration Building on 5th street above the port.
One priority of the new council was to create a city water works. Using a PMW grant, a water reservoir was constructed along Gold Run Creek. This was in the vicinity of the future city hall and jail. In 1936, the council voted to build a concrete jail using the forms from the reservoir project. For some reason, this never happened. 
For a couple of decades, there had been a serious demand for a city jail. Port Orford had been using the Curry County jail to hold prisoners. Petty crimes went undeterred because of the cost to deliver a prisoner to Gold Beach. In 1938, the Curry County jail was condemned, forcing Port Orford to send prisoners to the Coos County jail in Coquille. Finely, in 1939, Port Orford constructed a small, two cell, concrete jail.
In 1940. The city council voted to create a government complex on the corner of 7th and Jackson, Located just west of the jail, the facility was to hold the council chambers, city office, library, and fire hall.
They moved and combined two structures. One was a 16'x16' building that had been used as a restaurant. It had been located on the north corner of Highway 101 and Washington Street. Curry County Bank had bought the property for their new Port Orford branch. The other structure was a building a block or two above 7th street just off Jefferson Street. The city had been using it as a temporary City Hall. The 16x16 part of the complex was the new Port Orford Library.  It faced south on 7th Street. 
Sadly, a fire gutted the offices and library. The structure had to be demolished, leaving the city jail the only surviving part of Gable's collective.
The old city jail was used till 1965 and then sold to a private party. It was used as a novelty shop and later a fish market before standing idle and weathering to its present condition.
The city traded for the property in 2007, returning it to public ownership.
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